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Mishnah Yoma, chapter 7

(1) The High Priest then came to read
[the Parshah of the day, in the Torah].
If he wanted, he could read while
wearing the linen vestments [which he
wore while doing the service] or he
could wear his own [personal] white
robe [since the reading of the Torah is
not considered a rite]. The synagogue
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attendant would take a Torah scroll
and hand it to the head of the
synagogue, the head of the synagogue [who decides who will be called up to the
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Torah, who shall serve as hazzan etc.] hands it to the assistant [High Priest], and
the assistant hands it over to the High Priest [this ceremony highlighted the
exalted status of the High Priest]. The High Priest stands [up in honor of the
Torah, thus intimating that he had been sitting until now, proving that he was in
the woman's courtyard, since no one except the kings of Judah were permitted to
sit in the Temple Courtyard], and receives it and reads [the section beginning
with] Aharei Mot (Leviticus 16) [and while the interpreter translated the last
verse into Aramaic he rolled the Torah scroll and read the nearby section
beginning with]: “But on the tenth [of the month it is a day of atonement]”
(Leviticus 23:26). Then [rather than rolling to the next section] he rolls up the
Torah scroll, holds it in his bosom, and says: More than thatwhich I have read
before you, is written here, and he then recites by heart: “On the tenth day [of
this seventh month]” of the Book of Numbers (29:7). [Since this section was far
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from the last section it would not be
proper to have the congregation wait
while rolling the Torah from Leviticus
to Numbers.] He recites over it eight
benedictions: [The two benedictions
recited] for the Torah [before and after
its reading], for the Temple service
[7%7], for the thanksgiving [@>717], for
the forgiveness of sins [13% n90] and
for the Temple separately [that the
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Divine Presence should remain in the

Temple] and for Israel separately [that the Divine Presence should remain within
Israel] and for Jerusalem separately, for the priests separately [that their rites
should be pleasing for G-d] and for the rest of the prayer [that Israel's needs be

satisfied].
(2) The one seeing the High Priest while he is reading [the Torah] does not see
the ox and the he-goat that are burned, and the one seeing the ox and the he-goat
being burned, do not see the High Priest while he is reading. Not because [by
doing so he leaves the viewing of one mitzvah while] it [is in progresss for
another and thus] is prohibited to do so [for this is not the case, since viewing a
mitzvah is not considered as actual participation in a mitzvah], but rather, since
[the burning took place outside Jerusalem] the distance [between the two areas]
was great, and both rites were performed at the same time.
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3) If he read the Torah in the linen
vestments, he would then sanctify his
hands and feet, undress, and go down
to immerse [in the mikvah]. He came
up, dried himself, while they brought
him his gold vestments. He dressed
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and then sanctified his hands and feet.
and offered
ram and the
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He then went out
his [burnt-offering]
[burnt-offering] ram of the people
(see Leviticus 16:24) and the seven
unblemished one year old male sheep
[mussaf-offerings] (see = Numbers

29:8); these are the words of Rabbi Eliezer [who maintains that the offerings of
the day were offered in the order that they were written in the Torah]. Rabbi
Akiva says: They [the seven sheep] were brought with the daily Tamid-offering
of the morning [this is deduced from the verse: “Besides the morning
burnt-offering you shall offer these,” (Numbers 28:23)] as well as the ox for a
burnt-offering. But the he-goat [sin-offering of Numbers 29:11] which is done
outside [i.e., whose blood was sprinkled on the outer altar] was brought with the

daily Tamid afternoon offering.

4) He sanctified his hands and his feet, undressd and went down and immersed
[in the mikvah]. He came up dried himself. They then brought him his white
[linen] vestments, he dressed and sanctified his hands and feet. He went into
[the Holy of Holies] to remove the ladle and shovel-pan. He sanctified his hands

and his feet, undressed, went down, immersed, came up and dried off. They then
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brought him his gold vestments he
dressed, sanctified his hands and feet,
and went into the Sanctuary to burn
the afternoon incense and light the
lamps. He sanctified his hands and his
feet, and undressed. They then brought
his personal clothes. He dressed, and
they would accompany him to his
house where he would make a feast for
his friends for having exited the
Sanctuary in peace.
(5) The High Priest would serve in
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eight vestments and the common priest

in four. [The common priest would serve] in a tunic, pants, a hat and a belt. The
High Priest would add to these, the breastplate, the ephod [apron], the robe and
the zitz [forehead plate]. Only while wearing these eight vestments were they to
question the Urim VeTumim. It was only questioned on behalf of the king, the
court, or someone who the community requires [to lead them in war, i.e., the
priest anointed for war]. [The High priest would submit a question and certain
letters of the names of the tribes engraved on the Breastplate, would light up and

thus spell out an answer to the submitted question].
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