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Mishnah Shevi'it, chapter 9

(1 Rue,
mountain coriander, water parsley, and

wild asparagus, purslane,

meadow berries, are exempt from
tithes
owned produce; the aforementioned

[tithes are only taken from

are generally abandoned and are
considered ownerless property and are
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not subject to tithes. This is deduced

from the verse regarding tithes which states: “And the Levite — because he has
no portion or inheritance with you —” (Deuteronomy 14:29) thus, only such
produce that the Levite has no portion in it with you, thus excluding ownerless
property from tithes], and may be purchased from any person [even from those
who are suspected of trading with shemittah produce] during the shemittah year,
since such produce is not usually guarded [thus, we do not fear that this produce
resulted from restricting public access to them. However, this is limited to the
equivalent of three meals, since money spent for shemittah produce is subject to
shemittah laws, and we fear lest the seller will keep the money and use it
unlawfully (see 8:5)]. Rabbi Yehudah says: Aftergrowths [growing from seeds
which fell to the ground, during the sixth-year harvest] of mustard are permitted,
since transgressors are not suspected [of selling from illegally, guarded seeds]
concerning them. Rabbi Shimon says: All aftergrowths are permitted [since they

XTIV721 7°72W 1329
;MW Sw ¥2780K O UM ,TY9a YA80K LTI ryba xom ppw awy .oaoia N
Y93 9 RDI 201 WAARSTTM WO K790 12wa LA mn S jeRw 1K
20912 i Sw KD AR LKPIT MM Sw LDHND 191 :KIT wn mam Sw YaR oM Yw X
1 DMV X7 W T W %aK KA ST 1RAW YDA KZMIK LTIANA 1Y 17IaK
PPN OV YA AW PRY MW DT XY PRW KNYD WIEnT 0w 901 Wi
12 PRW 1272,y 19mn pOm Y PR 3 9T KA (7 927 27N3TI WYNRT 1 108 PR, IMX
5an 21PN My PSR 1Y ww AR oW VRS P KYT I NTwYR 500 ay onn phn
YIRT OYR ANIR NIPY 0K 1MMwY W 13T 93T 1w T PR Y Jnyhawa DN
,MOK 0K 7¥M3 197K Wi 1 0PI 1 pan KSw e e Twn XInw nrynawa
MTIVO WHW T ™12 YIRT VA [T [p°Y 2N (MK Tnwn PRY NPT, PRinnT 3 9o
SPI 1 TT Menw 8 Sy Or G PINT DYDY Mwnhaw mare mT Pom PRY N K91 T1a%)
NOW :mynaw nwrTp O A KT DT YRS MW KW 2180, mTMyo whw imn ny
MM PR DA i a0 1Y PRI MY 1 ORAanY STy M omby 1wm
Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.

Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



pialy) SHEVI'IT 9

are usually not guarded] with the
exception of the aftergrowths of
cabbage, since it has no wild growing
substitute thus,
guarded]. But the Sages say: All

[and is, illegally

aftergrowths are forbidden [as a

precaution against transgressors who
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claim that they are aftergrowths, .pRYT 77DWM 07 T PRy
except for those vegetables which
were not usual to sow at all (Tiferet Yisrael)].

2) There are three [distinct] districts [in Eretz Yisrael] in respect to the law of
[biur] removal. [Shemittah produce could be eaten as long as similar produce
grew in the fields and were available to the beast of the field. Once the produce
was no longer available to the cattle, all similar produce that had been gathered
had to be removed from one's house and declared ownerless; (Leviticus 25:7)].
[These are:] Judea, Eiver Hayardein [according to the Bartenurah, this does not
mean Transjordan], and Galil, and each one of these is [in turn,] divided into
three districts. [Galil is divided into] Upper Galil, Lower Galil, and the valley;
from Kefar Hananiah upwards, [namely, the area] where sycamores do not grow,
is [considered] the Upper Galil; from Kefar Hananiah downwards, where the
sycamores do grow, is the Lower Galil; the environs of Tiberias is [considered
part of] the valley. And [the three divisions] in Judea [are]: The mountain region,

the lowlands [of the south], and the valley. [And regarding the third area:] The
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plains of Lod are like the lowlands of

the south, and its mountain region is

like the King's Mountain. From Beit

Horon to the sea is considered one
district.

(3) And why did they speak of three
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districts? So that
shemittah-year produce in each district

one may eat DAY DOM? NAXD LNIINT 99
until the shemittah-produce in the last division of that district has disappeared
[thus, if produce in the mountain region of Judea has disappeared from the field,
but, is still found in the fields of one of the other divisions of Judea, then, the
entire district of Judea may still eat. However, one may not eat in Judea because
of produce which is still available in one of the districts of the Galil or Eiver
Hayardein]. Rabbi Shimon said: They spoke of three districts only [regarding the
districts] of Judea, but all other districts [in Israel] are treated as King's Mountain
[i.e., one may eat produce until the last such produce disappears from King's
Mountain. King's Mountain was the most fertile area in Israel and its produce
lasted the longest]; and all other districts are equal regarding olives and dates
[i.e., olives and dates may be eaten as long as olives or dates were available in
even one area of Israel. The halachah does not follow Rabbi Shimon)].
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4  One
shemittah-produce only] so long as

may eat [stored
[similar produce is still available in]
ownerless [fields], but not when it is
[available, only in] guarded [areas; this
is deduced from the verse: “And the
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produce of the Shabbat of the land,

will be yours to eat ... And all of its produce may (also) be eaten by your
domestic animals and by the wild animals that are in your Land.” (Leviticus
25:6-7) Domestic animals are juxtaposed with wild animals to tell you that men
or domestic animals may eat from produce stored in the house or garden as long
as wild animals can avail themselves from the fields]. Rabbi Yose, permits it also
when [similar produce] is found guarded [when still attached to the soil; but once
detached and guarded, Rabbi Yose agrees that the produce is forbidden (Tosfot
Yom Tov). The halachah does not follow Rabbi Yose]. One may continue to eat
as long as there is availability in tefihin [i.e., clay vessels, put up on outside walls
and ledges as birdhouses; as long as grain is found in these birdhouses, one may
eat similar grain stored at home], or by virtue of the second crop [of the trees
that yield biannually, though the first crop is no longer available]; but, one must
not eat [summer grapes] by virtue of winter grapes [that ripen in the winter of
the eighth year, since these were inferior, inedible grapes]. Rabbi Yehudah
permits [even by virtue of the latter] provided they began to ripen before the
summer [of the seventh year] had ended [and are thus, seventh-year, rather, than

eighth-year produce].
(5) If one preserves three varieties of vegetables in one barrel — Rabbi Eliezer
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says: [Since they impart flavor to one
another,] they may be eaten only as
long as the first still remains [available
on the field; as soon as one of them
has ceased from the fields, the other
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two will then be forbidden]; but Rabbi

Yehoshua says: [Just the opposite; since they impart flavor to each other, one
may eat] even as long as the last one remains available [since the two varieties
also have the flavor of that species which is still available. This is deduced from
the verse which states regarding Yoveil: “You will eat its produce 7727 1 —
from the field,” we already learned the law necessitating the availability of the
produce to the beast of the field (from verse 7) thus, this verse seems superfluous;
Rabbi Yehoshua, thus, takes 77w 12 to mean, from some of the field, i.e., even
if only part is available in the field, the produce is permissible]. Rabban Gamliel
[argues both on Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua and] says: Any vegetable
[among the three] which is no longer available in the field, [that vegetable only]
must be removed from the barrel the other two vegetables, though containing
flavor of the first vegetable, are permitted, because mere flavor does not subject
to biur]. The halachah follows his view. Rabbi Shimon says: All vegetables are
regarded as one [variety] regarding the law of [biur] removal [thus, as long as
any vegetables are available in the field, all the vegetables in the barrel may be
eaten]. Purslane [a plant which tends to grow in hidden places that are very moist,
thus lasting a long time, though they are no longer found in the field] may be
[assumed to be available elsewhere and thus,] eaten as long as artichokes [which
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are a comparable long-lasting
vegetable] are still found in the valley
of Beit Netopha [where the crop
field, on

account of its fertility and plentiful

remains longest in the
supply of water].
6) If one gathers fresh grasses, [he

may eat them] until the moisture [in
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the ground] has dried up [afterwards, “IX Ty 130 7Y°27 TIAY 7Y ,DORWAT
they are subject to biur removal]; and

if he gathered dry [grasses, he may eat them], until the second rainfall [of the
eighth year, usually the twenty-third of Heshvan. At that time, dry grasses in the
field become unfit even for beasts in the field]. [Fresh] leaves of reeds and of the
vine [may be eaten] until they fall from the stems; but, if they are gathered [to
be used] dry, [they may be eaten] until the second rainfall. Rabbi Akiva says:
[Regardless of whether they are fresh grass or dry grass, fresh leaves of reeds
or fresh leaves of vines, or dry] in all [these] cases, [they may be eaten] until the

second rainfall [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Akiva].

(7) Similarly, one who rents a house to another until the rains, [means,] until the
second rains. [So too,] if one had vowed not to derive any benefit from his fellow
until the rains [he means] until the second rains. Until when may the poor enter
the orchards [to gather IM2W, VPP and XD every year, and in the seventh year,
the shemittah-produce]? Until the second rains [but not afterwards, as they will
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harm the soil that has become soft on
account of the rain]. From when may
one derive benefit or burn the straw
and stubble of shemittah-produce [and
considered

not be wasting

shemittah-produce by burning it,
rather than by using it as fodder (see

8:1)]? After the second rains [at which
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decayed and is no longer considered — TIY*?X *27 ,M3AR2 12 WA W MY I
fodder for the animals, and thus, even
good straw in the house is no longer subject to the sanctity of shemittah].
®) If one had shemittah-produce [at home] and the time of [biur] removal had
come, he may apportion food for three meals to everyone [from his household,
friends and neighbors; the rest is then removed and he declares: Whoever needs,
let him take]. And [only] the poor may eat from it after the removal, but not the
rich; these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah. But Rabbi Yose says: Both the poor
and the rich may eat after the removal.

) If one had inherited shemittah-produce or had received them as a gift, Rabbi
Eliezer says: They must be given unto all who wish to eat from it [this is in
accordance with the School of Shammai, (see 4:2) who maintain, that one may
not eat shemittah-produce and be thankful to the person who has let him gather
it, and thus, Rabbi Eliezer forbids the eating of shemittah-produce when
bestowed by the owner as a favor. The only way he can overcome his natural
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feelings of gratitude is by requiring X ,0”IX 0°0M .m”?;ix’? UNY MR
him to share the produce he had P27 ™2 XPX 7001 Xving
received with others]. But the Sages noyn 923 .OIx 227 Wy opnm
say: [We hold, like the School of  :mm 22m AN MR XP¥ Ty Ny 2w
Hillel who maintain that one may be
thankful for receiving shemittah-produce, but, according to your view,] a sinner
must not benefit [for he has been the recipient of a forbidden gift, and if allowed
to eat, himself, and give to others, he will be deriving benefit from forbidden
gifts], rather [according to your opinion it would be far better that it be required
that] the produce should be sold to those who would eat it, [so that he not be the
one who bestows additional favors] and the money divided among all. If one
eats from dough of shemittah [flour] before hallah was taken from it, [hallah was
the terumah set aside from dough which was given to the priest (see Numbers
15:19)] he has incurred the death penalty [by heaven. Though we deduce from
the word 1199X% (Leviticus 25:6) that shemittah-produce is for eating only, X1
m97WY — and not for burning, and hallah, if rendered defiled, had to be burned,
thus, by designating it as hallah it has the potential to be destroyed, nevertheless,
since the verse says: “The first of your kneadings, you shall set aside” (Numbers
5:20) and since this too falls under the category of the “first of your kneadings”
it is subject to hallah].
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