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Mishnah Shabbat, chapter 23

man may borrow pitchers of wine ,onW
¤ ¤ iCke
¥ © § oii¦ © iCM
¥ © Fxagn
¥ £ ¥ mc`
¨ ¨ l`FW
¥
`
and pitchers of oil from his neighbor, dX`d
¨ ¦ ¨ oke
¥ § ,ipeld
¦ ¥ § © Fl xn`i
© Ÿ `NW
Ÿ ¤ calaE
©§ ¦
provided that he does not say to him; giPn
© ¦ © ,Fpin`n
¦ £ © Fpi`¥ m`e
¦ § .zFxMM
¨ ¦ DYxagn
¨ §¤ £ ¥
Lend [them] [halveini] to me [where .zAW
¨ © xg`l
© © § oFAWg
§ ¤ FOr¦ dUFre
¤ § Flv`
§ ¤ FziNh
¦©
the term halveini is used, it signifies ,zAXA
¨ © © zFidl
§ ¦ lgW
¨ ¤ milWExiA
¦ © ¨ ¦ gqR
© ¤ axr
¤ ¤ oke§
¥
long term and we fear lest the lender dUFre
¤ § FgqR
§ ¦ z`¤ lhFpe
¥ § Flv`
§ ¤ FziNh
¦ © giPn
© ¦©
mark it down so that he not forget it]; z`¤ mc`
¨ ¨ dpFn
¤ a :aFh mFi xg`l
© © § oFAWg
§ ¤ FOr¦
and in the same manner, a woman on¦ `l
Ÿ la`
¨ £ ,eiRn
¦ ¦ eizFxRxR
¨ § § © z`e
¤ § eigxF`
¨ §
[may borrow] loaves from her lr© Fzia¥ ipA
¥ § mre
¦ § eipA
¨ ¨ mr¦ qitnE
¦ ¥ .azMd
¨§©
neighbor. If he does not trust him, he dpn
¨ ¨ zFUrl
¥ © § ¦ `NW
Ÿ ¤ calaE
© § ¦ ,oglXd
¨§ª ©
£ © oEMzi
leaves his cloak with him [as a pledge]
and makes a reckoning with him after the Sabbath. So, too, if the eve of Passover
in Jerusalem falls on a Sabbath [and he forgot to buy his Pesah sacrifice], he
leaves his cloak with him [the vendor] and receives his Pesah lamb and makes a
reckoning with him after the Festival.
(2) A man may count his guests and his dessert portions orally, but not from a
written note [i.e., if had written a list of all the guests he is having for Shabbat,
he should not read that list on Shabbat. One reason is, lest he erase the name of
a guest who is not coming; another reason is, lest he start reading other secular
documents]. One may cast lots with his sons and members of his household for
[portions at] the table [i.e., who will get which portion. Since everything belongs
to the head of the household, each doesn't really mind what he gets. However,
one may not cast lots with other guests (all of whom brought their own food or
paid for the meal) who may measure, weigh or count what they receive on the
Sabbath, in order to compare with the others. However, this is permitted during
the week], provided that he does not intend to offset a large portion against a
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(1) A

`xephxan dicaer epax

d`eld mzq ol `niiwe ,rnyn daexn onfl d`eldc .ipield xn`i `ly calae .l`ey

`

ezilh gipn :gkyi `ly ick ipeltl izield jke jk eqwpt lr aezkl deln iz` jkld ,mei miyly
yicwdl mileki onf odl reawy zeaegc ,zaya eyicwne eze` gwele .epin`n epi` m` .elv`
ick migxe` jke jk zay axrn azk m` .azkd on `l la` :mipcrn ipin .eizextxt

a :zaya

,zeheicd ixhya `xwi `ny inp i` ,wegni `ny dxifb ,zaya azk eze`a `xwi `l ,mgkyi `ly
la` ,odiyexitae deazky xg`l dt lray dxezae azkay dxeza `l` zaya zexwl xzen oi`e
wlgl
¥ lxeb lihn .qitn :mixeq` ,odiyexitn e` d`eap ixacn opi`y zenkg ixtqa e` mixac x`ya
mr la` ,`citw o`k oi`y epgley lr mikenq ody .ezia ipa mre eipa mr :dpne dpn lk ribi in
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smaller one [i.e., all portions are of oiliHnE
¦ ¦ © .`iaw
¨ § ª mEXn¦ ,dPhw
¨ © § cbpM
¤ ¤ § dlFcb
¨ §
similar size] because [otherwise, each lr© `l
Ÿ la`
¨ £ ,aFh mFiA§ miWcTd
¦ ¨ ¢ © lr© miWlg
¦ ¨£
guest pays attention to the size of the `le
Ÿ § ,zAXA
¨ © © milrFR
¦ £ mc`
¨ ¨ xMUi
Ÿ § ¦ `l
Ÿ b :zFpOd
¨©
portion he receives and agrees to the oi`¥ .milrFt
¦ £ Fl xMUl
Ÿ § ¦ Fxagl
¥ £ © mc`
¨ ¨ xn`i
© Ÿ
lottery only because he thinks he will `iadlE
¦ ¨ § milrFR
¦ £ xMUl
Ÿ § ¦ mEgYd
§ © lr© oikiWgn
¦ ¦ §©
get the larger amount, therefore] this is zFxt¥ `ianE
¦ ¥ ,xnWl
Ÿ § ¦ `Ed KiWgn
¦ § © la`
¨ £ ,zFxt¥
prohibited as gambling. And [so, too,
on a Festival, priests] may cast lots for sacrifices [i.e., for the portions to be eaten
from those animals which have been sacrificed] on Festivals, but not for the
portions [of those animals sacrificed the day before, i.e., the Rabbis did not
permit casting lots on the Festival for portions of animals sacrificed before the
Festival, since those lots should have been cast before the Festival].
(3) A man must not hire workers on the Sabbath [even for work to be performed
after the Sabbath], nor instruct his neighbor to hire workers on his behalf [since
speech concerning weekday affairs is prohibited based on the verse “Nor
pursuing your business nor speaking of vain matters” (Isaiah 58:13)]. One must
not go [on the Sabbath] to the [outermost limit of the] tehum Shabbat [the two
thousand cubit Sabbath boundary] to await nightfall [when the Sabbath expires]
in order to hire workers or bring in produce [or anything else which would be
forbidden to perform on the Sabbath, since this is, in fact, preparing on the
Sabbath for something that is prohibited to perform on the Sabbath]; but one may
do so in order to watch [his field, because had his field been within the Sabbath
`xephxan dicaer epax

dcn meyn mixaer ,dfl df mixzeen opi`e oilgen oi`y ,df lr df micitwnd dxeag ipac ,`l xg`

.oiekzi `ly calae :eazki `ny opax eda xefbc oirxete oieel meyne oipn meyne lwyn meyne
dpn elit`e oglyd lr ezia ipa mre eipa mr mc` qitn ,ipzw ikde `xqgn ixeqg oizipzn .'eke
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zeyrl oiekzi `ly calae ,`l xg` mr la` ,ezia ipa mre eipa mr `wece ,dphw dpn cbpk dlecb
cbpk dlecb dpn zeyrl oiekzp m` la` ,ixy legae xeq` aeh meiac `ed f` dphw cbpk dlecb dpn
,`id `zknq` i`de .`ipw `l `zknq`c ,`ed lfbc .`iaew meyn :xeq` lega elit` dphw dpn
dphwd lxebl s` envr dlz jkitle da dkfi dlecbd dpnd lr lxebd el leti m` lxebd lr jinqc
:(ci diryi) mieb lr yleg enk ,zelxeb

.miylg :dvxzn did `l oky dligzn rci eli`e ,wtqd lr

miycw ly .zepnd lr `l la` :mipdkd oia mze` wlgl ,aeh meia ehgypy .h"eia miycwd lr

xn`i `le :xac xace jvtg `evnn

(gp diryi) aizkc

.milret mc` xekyi `l

b

:lenz` ly

d`xpd el xne` la` ,milret epl xeky exiagl xn`i `l ,dihwp `weicl .'eke exagl mc`
lry mircei mdipyy it lr s`e ,jygzykl il` `eaz m` d`xp eiykr xnelk ,axrl inr cenrzy
xeq` xeaic ol `niiwc ,ixy `icda zexiky dil yxtn `lc oeik ,exidfn `ed ezlertl exkyl zpn
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boundary, watching it would be i`Mf
© © ip`W
¦ £ ¤ lM¨ ,lE`W¨ `A`
¨ © xn`
© ¨ llM
¨ § .FciA
¨§
permitted], and [once there,] he may :eilr
¨ ¨ KiWgdl
¦ § © § ip`
¦ £ i`Xx
© © ,Fzxin`A
¨ ¦ £©
bring [home] produce with him [since ,dNk
¨ © iwqr
¥ § ¦ lr© gTtl
© ¥ © § mEgYd
§ © lr© oikiWgn
¦ ¦ §© c
¦ ¦ § © § oFx`¨ Fl `iadl
¦ ¨ § zOd
¥ © iwqr
¥ § ¦ lre§
©
his intent was to watch]. Abba Shaul iFB .oikixkze
stated a general principle; Whatever I ,l`xUi
¥ ¨ § ¦ odA
¤ ¨ cRqi
Ÿ § ¦ `l
Ÿ ,zAXA
¨ © © oililg
¦ ¦ £ `iadW
¦¥¤
have a right to instruct [on the Sabbath oFx`¨ Fl EUr¨ .aFxw¨ mFwOn
¨ ¦ E`A¨ oM¥ m`¦ `N¤̀
¨
that it be done after the Sabbath, i.e., liaWA
¦ § ¦ m`e
¦ § ,l`xUi
¥ ¨ § ¦ FA xaTi
¥ ¨ ¦ ,xaw
¤ ¤ Fl Extge§
§¨
for a mitzvah (see next Mishnah)], I lM¨ oiUFr
¦
d :zinlFr
¦ ¨ FA xaTi
¥ ¨ ¦ `l
Ÿ ,l`xUi
¥ ¨§ ¦
Ÿ ¤ calaE
© § ¦ ,FzF` oigicnE
¦ ¦ § oikq
¦ ¨ ,zOd
¥ © ikxv̈
¥ §
am permitted to await nightfall, [in `NW
preparation] for it [at the tehum
Shabbat].
(4) One may go and await nightfall at the tehum Shabbat in order to [attend and
to] ascertain the needs of a bride or to [attend to the] needs of the deceased, [such
as] to bring a coffin and shrouds for the deceased [immediately after Shabbat].
If a gentile brought flutes [to play solemn music] on the Sabbath [from outside
the tehum Shabbat, due to the fact that it is obvious that they were brought on
behalf of the Jew, the Rabbis banned their use at the funeral and therefore], one
must not mourn for a Jew on them, unless they came from a place nearby [i.e.,
from within the tehum Shabbat]. If he [a gentile] made a coffin for himself or
dug a grave for himself [on Shabbat], a Jew may be buried in it. But if [he made
it] for the sake of a Jew, he may never be buried in it.
(5) All the necessities for the deceased may be performed [on the Sabbath, i.e.,]
he may be anointed with oil and washed [to slow the body's decay], provided that
`xephxan dicaer epax

didiy ,my jiygdle megzd seq cr zaya envr axwl .megzd lr oikiygn oi` :xzen xedxd
jiygdl xeq` zaya ezeyrl xeq`y xac lkc ,zexit `iadl qcxtl e` milretd mewnl aexw
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:eizexit xenyl zaya xzend xac dfc ,eizexit xenyle z`vl aexw zeidl `ed jiygn la` .eilr

`nw `pz` .le`y `a` xn` llk :jkl dzid `l ezaygn xwire li`ed .ecia zexit `iane
xn`e edi` `z`e ,zeyx ly dkygdl devn ly dkygd oia biltn `le dkygd lk xq`c ,bilt
dkiyg xg`l jlil onefn didz zaya exiagl xnel xzeny myky ,`ixy devn ly dkygdc
`iadl dkiyg xg`l onefn didiy ick megzd lr jiygdl xzen jk ,znl mikixkze oex` `iadl
le`y la` ,znd iwqr lre dlk iwqr lr [gwtl] megzd lr mikiygn opzc `tiqe .mikixkze oex`
oilelg oebp ilk .oililg :dlkd ikxva xewgle oiirl .dlk iwqr lr gwtl

c :ezenk dklde .`id

l`xyi liayay `zln `gkenc meyn ,`ed `qpw .l`xyi oda cetqi `l :ikad xxern olewy
megzd jezay mewnn e`ay xexiaa epl rcep ok m` `l` .aexw mewnn e`a ok m` `l` :e`aed
.mina .oigicne :onya .oikq

d :xeknl e` ixkp ea xeawiy envrl .oex` :megzl uegn me`iad `le
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no limb is moved. [Since the limbs of eiYgYn
¨ § © ¦ xMd
© © z`¤ oihnFW
¦ §
.xa`
¨ ¥ Fa Efifi¦ ¨
the deceased are muktzah, they may .oiYnIW
¦ § © ¤ liaWA
¦ § ¦ lFgd© lr© FzF` oiliHnE
¦ ¦©
not be moved; however, they may be `NW
Ÿ ¤ `N`
¨ ¤ ,dlrIW
¤ £ © ¤ `l
Ÿ ,igNd
¦ ¤ © z`¤ oixWFw
¦§
touched.] A pillow [or mattress] may DzF`
¨
oiknFq
¦§
,dxAWPW
¨ § § ¦ ¤ dxFw
¨ oke
¥ § .siqFi
¦
be moved from under him so that he is `N`
¨ ¤ ,dlrYW
¤ £ © ¤ `l
Ÿ ,dHOd
¨ ¦ © zFMx`a
ª£ © F` lqtqA
¨§©§
subsequently on the sand [but he may ,zAXA
¨ © © zOd
¥ © z`¤ oivOrn
¦ § © § oi`¥ .siqFz
¦ `NW
Ÿ ¤
not be moved from the pillow, since mr¦ uOrnde
¥ © § © § .WtPd
¤ ¨ © z`ivi
© ¦ § mr¦ lga
Ÿ © `le§
Ÿ
the limbs of the deceased may not be
:minC
¦ ¨ KtFW
¥ df¤ ixd
¥£ ,Wtp
¤ ¤ z`ivi
© ¦§
moved], in order that he keep [i.e., so
that the body remains cool. The mattress or pillow may add heat thereby
hastening decay]. The jaw may be tied up, not in order to close it, but rather, [to
give it support] so that it should not open further, and likewise, if a beam is
broken, it may be supported by a bench or the side boards of a bed, not in order
to raise it [to its previous level], but so that it should not sink further. One may
not close [the eyes of] the deceased [which is considered equivalent to a limb]
on the Sabbath, nor on weekdays at the moment of death, and he who closes the
eyes [of a dying person] at the point of death is a murderer [because if there was
a faint glimmer of life, by physical contact with the dying individual he may, very
well, be killing him].
`xephxan dicaer epax

gexd mda qpkz `ly ick xac meya e` cbaa mipezgzde mipeilrd eiawp oinzeq ,eiawp oiwwete

is
h

xeq`y ,eipir iqix `le elbx `le eci `l diabie lhlhi `ly .xa` ea efifi `ly calae :gtzie
.lehlha xeq`e dribpa xzen dvwen lk oke .ea rbil xzeny it lr s` eixa`n xa` e` znd lhlhl
:dlehlh edf dzribp dzixeck iptny ,dribpa elit` dxeq` aeh meia e` zaya dclepy dviae
`pz `dc ,legd lr egipdl elhlhn `l la` .legd lr lhen `vnpe .eizgzn xkd z` mihneye

oixyew :mixkde mipicqd meg zngn gixqi `ly .oizniy liaya :xa` ea fifi `ly calae `yix
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`l` ,xa` fifn epiidc ,gztpy dn xbqdl .dlriy `l :gztpe jled eit didy zn ly .igld z`
:dpea dil dedc .dlrzy `le :eilr ilk zxez ixdy .lqtqa dze` mikneq :gztdl siqei `ly
xacay .minc jtey :xa` fifn dil dedc ,ytp z`ivi xg`l elit` zaya eipir z` .oivnrn oi`
:ezzin axwn hren

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009

