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Mishnah Sanhedrin, chapter 6

(1) Once the trial has ended, he [the
convicted] is taken out to be stoned.
The place of stoning was outside the
“Take the

camp].”

court area, as it is written:
[the
24:14) One man was

blasphemer outside
(Leviticus
stationed at the door the courthouse
with a signalling flag in his hand,
while another was stationed upon a
horse at a distance from him, but
within his sight. [Thus] if one says: I
have a further argument in his favor,
he [the one holding the flag] waves the
flag, while the man on the horse runs
to stop them [from executing the
stoning]. And even if he [the convicted
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man] himself says: I have a further

argument in my own favor, he is returned [to court], as many as four or five
times, provided, however, that there is substance to his words. If they find an
argument to acquit him, they discharge him; but if not, he is taken out to be
stoned, and a proclamation precedes him [saying]: “So and so, the son of so and
so, is being taken out to be stoned because he committed such and such an
offense, and so and so are his witnesses. Whoever knows anything in his favor,

let him come forward and state it.

(2) When he was about ten cubits away from the place of stoning, they would
say to him; Confess, for such is the way of all who are executed, that they [first]
confess, for one who confesses has a share in the World to Come. Because so
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we find in the case of Ahan, that
Yehoshua said to him; “My son, please
give glory to the Lord, the God of
Israel, and confess to Him.” (Joshua
7:19) “And Ahan answered Yehoshua
and said; Indeed, I have sinned against
the Lord, the God of Israel, and thus
and thus I have done.” And from
where do we know that his confession
atoned for him? From the words: “And
Yehoshua said; Why have you brought
trouble upon us? The Lord shall
trouble you on this day” (ibid verse
25) [meaning], this day you are
troubled, but you shall not be troubled
in the World to Come. And if he
doesn't know how to confess, they say
to him: Say, may my death atone for
all my sins. Rabbi Yehudah says: If he
knows that he is a victim of false

17D 170 252

T2 WKY 1292 WD Y K31 OPiYY
TOX A2 7122 X3 O "33 0 yov) YYD

FOIT NN 139 19 /TN 2 1 PR
[2X77 *1i7% /2] "TIRDI "23% 73K TR
MWRIY T 2 BIY I IR NN
TRy NARY T YU MR ow)
AAR X1 M2Y AnX o oo Mo ob2
MITINT? YT 9K OXY K27 07197 oY
22 Y 1192 "npen Xan iy 2 ok
mmg‘z yIr 3 Ox ;IR 7117727 .’Zﬁlﬁs_{
2 9y T2 "R KON MIXoEm
372 ox LA 1R LT Tiyn 7N cnily
TRy IY Nipl? T2 72 DMK 07X 9D
AR Y2IX APPOT nan pin M A
NIX 7RIM WORT LPTA2 DX INIX POwEn
TR TR RTR UKD TR
op01 YR ,OMIX DUROM AT 27
w3 T Y N7Ros YR PRI Ohy
T M niip onY i3 mp TR

evidence, he may say: May my death atone for all my sins but this one. They [the
Sages] said to him: If so, everyone will say so [even if they were not the victim
of false evidence] in order to clear himself.
(3) When he was four cubits away from the place of stoning, they removed his
garments. A man is covered in front while a woman, both in front and in back;
these are the words of Rabbi Yehudah. But the Sages say: A man is stoned
unclothed, while a woman may not be stoned unclothed [since the dignity of
being clothed is preferable to a woman even though this would somewhat soften
the blows and prolong her death].
) The place of stoning was twice the height of a man. One of the witnesses
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shoves him by the hips, [so that] he
falls on his chest. He was then turned
over onto his hips. If he dies from this
[i.e., the fall], the obligation is
fulfilled; but if not, the second witness
takes the stone and throws it onto his
If he died from this, the
obligation is fulfilled; but if not, he

chest.

was stoned by all of Israel, for it says:
“The hand of the witnesses will be first
upon him to put him to death, and
afterwards the hand of all the people.”
(Deuteronomy 17:7) All those who are
stoned are [afterwards] hung; these are
the words of Rabbi Eliezer. The Sages
say: Only the blasphemer and the
idolater are hung. A man is hung
facing the people, but a woman facing
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the pole; these are the words of Rabbi

Eliezer. But the Sages say; A man is hung, but a woman is not hung. Rabbi
Eliezer said to them; But did Shimon ben Shetah not hang women in Ashkelon?
They said to him; He hung eighty women [on that occasion], yet one may not try
two on one day [thus obviously, there were special circumstances which
warranted those actions and one cannot deduce anything from that occasion].
How do they hang him? A post is sunk into the ground with a beam protruding
from it [at the top]. He places his hands together, one over the other and hangs
him. Rabbi Yose says: The post is leaned against the wall, and he hangs him in
the manner that butchers do. He is immediately untied [and let down]. If he is

XMID721 7772y 1127
YT MK 20 TN NT A1 P00 29w Kmwaw aann By 1201 xS own 19em
AT KT NN A0 17 T WY WK WdT (v 127m31) 2N3T KT 070 701 .0%3010 1AW
yn K97 Mwn AR 7722 AR DA DNW DT PN D027 02010 NTIAYA WD mK)
JTan oY PRI AN VY DRI 990 owa Swonmon KOR 1m0 93T irnian 131exS
MO TP (A RYT DT PRD TR NYD PV ovyn JPYpwn X7 i pra
UM TP AT AN POIN HpmT 7 KOW OINY M3 1 SYK T I LIp!| wRaS
Sy TMON UM TR AWK PIRT DY TR AWK KOK PR v o XS JSmon by

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



737 SANHEDRIN 6

left [hanging] overnight, a prohibition
is thereby transgressed, for it is
written; “But you must not leave his
body on the tree overnight. Rather,
you should surely bury him on that
[same] day, for a hanging [human
corpse] is a blasphemy of God.”
(Deuteronomy 21:23) That is to say
[when people ask] why was he
hanged? [It must be] because he
cursed the Name [of God]; and thus,
the Name of Heaven is profaned.
(5) Rabbi Meir says: During the time
when one suffers, what expression
does the Shekhinah use? As if to say

17D 170 254

X22 P9y 21y 17 OX) .70 ANiX P
2y 1223 1770 X% (xo 012 MKW YD
n7%p °2 (X7 0*2) WIIPR TIP3 TYT
2120 17 vaen P2 Vin on ooy
DRy DY N3N LOWD N¥ T30 IEn
OTXY 7212 TR 27 MR 7P
MR TWRT M (W) yeEn
12 OX i "IPp UK *IPp (71729)
SIRYIY YY) 7Y 0T 7Y WOEn oipnn
7222 i1 X9 .D°RTR DW OnT By M op
X722 721y ,inn nx 7oRa 9D KPR L(RK)
Ty 2 xea7? 79225 w%p byn
T2ip T3 X2 PPy 2y iR ,000om)
ninap *n2 "W XPX ,OIaK NiN2p2 inix
PIVE2 MY 7T AP PR v]

[in human terms] my head is heavy on

Me, my arm is heavy on Me. And if God is so grieved over the blood of the
wicked that is shed, how much more so over the blood of the righteous!
[Referring back to the prohibition of leaving one hanging overnight] not only of
this one [a criminal,] did they [the Sages] say it, but anyone who leaves his
deceased [unburied] overnight transgresses this prohibition. However, if he left
him overnight for the sake of his honor, [such as] to bring him a coffin or
shrouds, he does not thereby transgress. They did not bury him [the executed
person] in his ancestral burial plot [since one may not bury the wicked in the
company of the righteous], rather, two cemeteries were prepared by the court,
one for those who were decapitated or strangled [whose crime is less severe] and
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the other, for those who were stoned or

burned [whose crime is more severe,

as it would not be proper to bury one

whose crime is less severe in the

company of one whose crime is more
severe].

(6) When the flesh decomposed [and
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thus, his death and disgrace brings him

complete atonement], the bones were gathered and buried in their proper

[ancestral burial] place. [After his execution (Tiferet Yisrael)] the relatives come

and greet the judges and witnesses, as if to say, we have no ill feelings towards

you in our hearts, for you issued a true judgment. And there are no mourning

laws [over one who is executed as this is part of the disgrace which atones for
him], but one does grieve over him, for grief is in the heart.
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