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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 2

1) Wells [which are situated in a
public domain (and are no less than
ten handbreadths
handbreadths
subsequently,) subject to the status of

deep and four

wide and are

a private domain, when one would
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draw water from it and place it outside

the well he would, in effect, be transferring from a private to a public domain,
may be provided for, with slats of wood [a proper enclosure, being unnecessary, |
[rather he places] four corner pieces [or deyomads, each consisting of two upright
boards of the prescribed measurements, with their ends joined at right angles to
each other] that have the appearance of eight [single slats]; [so that each of the
four sides of the well is screened at each of its two ends by a strip of wood of
the prescribed size, and the space around it within the enclosure is thus converted
into a private domain into which water from the well may be placed]. This is the
opinion of Rabbi Yehudah. Rabbi Meir ruled, Eight [slats that] have the
appearance of twelve [must be set up], four being corner pieces [as above] and
four single [slats, one between each two corner pieces]. Their height [must] be
ten handbreadths, their width six, and their thickness [may be] any size
whatsoever. Between them [there may be] as much [space as to admit] two teams
of three oxen each [each ox is one and two third amot wide, times six = a total
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of ten amot]. This is the opinion of
Rabbi Meir; but Rabbi Yehudah said:
Of four [oxen each, i.e., a total of
thirteen and one third amot, these
teams being] tied together and not
apart [this is a restriction. The space
must not be wider than that, but there

may be space enough for] one [team]
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to enter while the other goes out. [A
relaxation of the law: They need not be brought so closely together as to leave
no room for them to move freely.]
) It is permitted to bring [the slats] close to the well [and make a small
enclosure], provided a cow can be within [the enclosure, with] its head and the
greater portion of its body, when drinking. [If the space is smaller, the drawing
of water is forbidden on the Sabbath, since the cow might back out of the
enclosure, and one might carry the bucket after her and thus, be guilty of carrying
from a private into a public domain.] It is permitted to remove [the slats from
the well] to any [distance] [and thus extend the space enclosed], provided one
increases the slats [so that no gap in the enclosure is wider than ten cubits,
according to Rabbi Meir, or thirteen and a third cubits, according to Rabbi
Yehudah].

(3) Rabbi Yehudah says: [The enclosure may be only] as large as two bet se'ah;
but they [the Rabbis] said to him, [The limit of] two bet se'ah was prescribed for
[carrying in] a garden or a karpaif [an enclosure for the storage of wood or the
like outside a settlement] only, [since these are not made to serve as habitations],
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but if [the enclosure] was a cattle pen,
[which is shifted from place to place in
the fields, its main purpose being the
fertilization of the fields by manure,
for the respective spots on which it is
set up, or] a corral, [for holding cattle
within the city, or] a backyard, or a
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courtyard [which may be regarded as

an enclosure for human habitation], it may be [as big as] five or even ten bet kor,
and [since the water of a well may be used for human beings as well as for cattle,
the enclosure around it, therefore, assumes the nature of a human habitation,
which has the greater area.] It is permitted to remove [the slats from the well to]
any distance, provided one increases the number of the slats [proportionately].
(4) Rabbi Yehudah rules, If a public road cuts through them [the boards forming
the enclosure around a well], it should be diverted to one side; [otherwise, the
validity of the enclosure as a private domain, is impaired]; but the Sages rule,
This is not necessary. [The dispensation of] slats [of wood] may be provided for
a public cistern, a public well, and for a private well. However, for a private
cistern [one may not rely on slats, since the water might be used up and the fact
might escape the individual's attention, and he would, thus, continue to use the
enclosure as a private domain, though it had lost this status, on account of the
disappearance of the water. (In the case of a well, no provision was necessary
against the remote possibility of its drying up, while in the case of a public
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cistern, the people would remind one
another of the absence of the water,
should it ever all be used up) rather,]
a partition of ten handbreadths high
must be provided [for the private
cistern]; this is the opinion of Rabbi
Akiva. Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava rules,
[the dispensation of] slats [of wood]
may be set up around a public well
only [because a) its flow is constant
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another of the absence of the water],
while for the others [where only one of
the options in the preceding note is
applicable], a partition ten handbreadths in height must be provided.
(5) Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava further ruled, It is permitted to move objects [on
the Sabbath] in a garden or a karpaif whose [area does not exceed] seventy cubits
and a fraction [namely, two thirds of a cubit] by seventy cubits and a fraction
and which are surrounded by a wall ten handbreadths high, provided there is in
it a watchman's hut or a dwelling place [so that the enclosure surrounding the
garden or karpaif may be regarded as put up for dwelling purposes], or it is near
to a town [in which the owner lives. Being near to his residence he would
frequently use it, and consequently, it may be regarded as a dwelling place].
Rabbi Yehudah says: Even if it contained only a cistern, a ditch [for water
storage], or a cave [for shade (Rabbeinu Yehonoson)] it is permitted to move
objects [on the Sabbath] within it. Rabbi Akiva says: Even if the garden or
karpaif contained none of these, it is permitted to move objects [on the Sabbath]
within it, provided its area [does not exceed] seventy cubits and a fraction [two
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prescribed seventy and a fraction squared. In a case where the enclosure around
it was not made for dwelling purposes, only in a square karpaif or garden was
carrying permitted]. Rabbi Yose says: Even if its length is twice its breadth [as
long as it is within the prescribed total area size], it is permitted to move objects

within it.
(6) Rabbi Il'ai [referring to the size of a garden or karpaif] says: 1 heard from
XTIV 7°72W 1329

7373 131 XA IR 0 K T 1 0K DaK 91 f9pY KOX OMNKD N7 1K KD 19 1K
I OPNRD N1 T 0P XYW M1 KW 197K T MM KIRT KT 0Rp KAPY
;D120 O TR VAW SV N1 DINKD NPAW LY 12T 1P KKT K132 170K
DWI ANAR DAY SV DTYWT ER DAY KpY 72091, 05w NKRD NP3 MW Knp Kim
731 K122 17K KT .O7Y120 D77 K DyaAw Y N1 ONKD 72T 1Y Y LKD 1m
D'WNM AMM 7TAKA 7IRND YT JIK @2 maw) 7173 270 (2w Y ,(3Wnm YA 0 NKD i1
O"WNAM 2201 ,121 Y 907 199KW DWW 910,00 76K, Dwnna Dwan SR [PwnT, Dwnana
wnn o WY Y LA DNEY VAN TR DAY Y 1T Naw ywS , omman
DWaW M M ,T0vnS NOX AmmS DX N L DWwnan 1981 A R Wy Sw myiva
535 omus MMPRW XYK Dvyaw Sy ooyaw ™t ,pyY nAxI D172 NAR 0w, Dwnn 199K
WY YW NI VAR MW vy 210 ,No0iw nevinm on wy Yy Wy 11 1P
DWW Sy DML DWW OIw DN WY Y wy 910,80 Ny yaaxs owl wy by
W ,MNK WY DNX 93 7K Myiyd owHw M ,0nen w Sw myiva [Nk Twyl s
VAR MNK DYAW SV D50 VAR MNK DYAw T ,mA 93% Dvaw 10 ,maR mMxn wow
MW 0an 210 ,ER DMWY T KW ,OPe0 Sy 0Uhey e MNpnw KYK Do
O™MBY AMINA MK DAY Y2IKT MAK WY INmw 777 Rwn ,IRSnn ninph owl onay
WA NTT YAYK wOw w MY navin yan PR gpnvt [phnd nka oXw by 93T 1Um
WHA T UMW W TNRYNA 3 NI VAR GIPAY TR DMK 3787 Sw myiya 1 1avnb
197K R27pY 727 MKW [121.ANYT 0% N7 K91 0720 MNAWn wpa 07an LKIT NEn YwA
57957 19 1MKT OMINK 957 K12 HAK NN KNAYT ,T0INa o9vuhvn 19K NAK 713 PR
D'NKD N7237 ,0710M3 1397 K12 ,KY N1 077w K Dvaw Sy or e K DvawT "o
N? A59NX TN DN D7V DY TR DVAW Y N by 3T KITW W W YD
,PoV50n PR ONKD N1 KYX 719192 XY 13K DY 0T A vynT 21 5y gl 1ana by

W2 K1 AMIOK IR 1957 201 13 1AM LTTTY A KT R 1120 1w KT VAT
Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved.
Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



o ERUVIN 2

Rabbi Eliezer, Even if it is as large as
a bet kor. 1, likewise, heard from him
that [tenants, in houses opening into a
shared courtyard, are prohibited by
Rabbinic decree to carry from the
houses to the courtyard, unless an eruv

3 PID Py 130

121 .72 ) X VORI ,MYPR "2 M
TR IR AW 0 OWIR M CnyRy
42 X*Xi7Pm1 ©°30777 TOK "2 ,27Y X2

PREPY 230 RYRY 121 .90 o7 23X
TTRPR 92 7Y "PM 082 PIIRY3
PINYR K21 730 72 YR

hatzeirot is made and] if one of the

tenants of a courtyard forgot to join in the eruv [and on the Sabbath he renounced
to the other tenants his share in the courtyard (and therefore, automatically, the
ownership of his house as well), so as to permit carrying within the courtyard to
the others], he is forbidden to take any object in or out of his house [through the
common courtyard, since by doing so, he is, in effect, once again reclaiming his
ownership, thereby negating his previous renunciation]. However, the others are
permitted [to carry to and from his house]. I, likewise, heard from him that people
may fulfill their duty [of eating maror] on Pesah by eating akravnin [a type of
vine]. When, however, I went around among all his disciples seeking fellow
students [who might corroborate the three statements he made in the name of
their master], I found none [they disagreed with him, maintaining that the master

gave different rulings].
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